Search Roundtable discussion with Rightsholders and Search Engines
15 November 2011

In attendance:

Ministers: 
Secretary of State (SoS); Ed Vaizey (EV)
DCMS/IPO Officials:
Adrian Brazier; Hanna Johnson; Jas Kaur; Dave Lowe
Rightsholders:

FAPL; MPA; BPI; Publishers Association
Search Engines:
Google; Bing; Yahoo

Key discussion points:

· Both rights holders and search engines presented their views on the issues around Responsible Search. After hearing both sides, the Secretary of State stressed that the UK needed a functioning legal marketplace so that it could be a world leader. He added that Govt were willing to use the Comms Bill to look at the issue if needed but wanted industry to find a way forward. 
· The Secretary of State tasked search engines to draft their own code of practice, in consultation with the rightsholders, to cover both advertising and search. This should be finalised prior to Government issuing a Communications Act White Paper, in September 2012. It was agreed that the criteria established in the Newzbin2 case could form the basis of a definition of a structurally infringing site, which might represent the first area for action. 
· Google outlined a proposed research project to provide a shared evidence base and analysis of piracy on the web and how it can be best tackled. Both Yahoo and Bing agreed with the suggestion of a research paper.
· Google acknowledged the rightsholders’ view that undertaking research should not delay action. Google stated the intention for the report to be published in Q1 2012, and committed to engaging fully with rightsholders whilst the research was undertaken.

· EV suggested development of the roundtable group into a more permanent committee that could incorporate the work advertisers, credit card companies and ISPs are doing to tackle infringing websites. 

Actions:
· Search engines to draft a Code of Conduct and to consult rightsholders, as well as others as they see fit.
· Google to progress research project, consulting with Rightsholders as appropriate.
· Officials to schedule a further meeting for mid-January, and explore possibility of incorporating the Search group into a standing committee.
